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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: "divided LSRs" in 
line 8 should be replaced with -defined LSRs--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1,11,12,22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

With regard to claim 1 , it is unclear which is the LSR in line 8. Examiner 
suggests replacing "the LSR terminating the LSP within plurality of logically defined 
LSRs" with "one of the plurality of logically defined LSRs terminating the LSP". Similarly 
in claim 12. 

4. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the MPLS-to-IP forwarding function of a port 
group in an intra-system other egress node" in lines 4-5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Similarly in claim 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being clearly 
anticipated by Applicant's admitted prior art of Fig. 3. 

With regard to claim 1, Fig. 3 discloses 

a step of logically defining a label switch router (LSR) connected to an MPLS 
network (ATM) and a non-MPLS network (Ethernet) as a plurality of LSRs (adapters) 
each having a label switching function (IP/MPLS forwarder is mounted in each 
adapter) and each having a port or a port group (see connections from adapters to 
the networks); and 

a step of specifying only, when setting a label switched path (LSP) on the basis 
of an explicit route specified (from upper left adapter to upper right adapter), a port 
or a port group of an egress node (the upper right adapter) that corresponds to one of 
the plurality of logically defined LSRs (adapters) terminating the LSP (the upper right 
adapter). 

With regard to claim 12, see analysis for claim 1. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 6-10,17-21 are allowed. 
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8. Claims 12 and 22 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blanche Wong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 830am to 
530pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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